THE " ALABAMA "'CLAIMS.

PRESIDENT GRANT'S message has reawakened an ill-
favoured controversy whose sleep, it was fondly hoped,
would deepen into dissolution. Unfortunately the
material is of no perishable kind; and while it lives
there are no bounds to its capacity for evil. War
between two such nations, allied in blood and pre-
eminent in commercial importance, is, indeed, very
generally held to be impossible as a direct result; as
an indirect result few will question its possibility.
But, apart from any such danger, the rankling, ill-
suppressed, and continuous hostility, which is the
other alternative during the life of this unhappy
misunderstanding, is scarcely less to be deplored; and
assuredly nothing should be left unsaid which can
contribute to its extinction. Above all, it is desirable
that Englishmen should be correctly informed as to
the real position of affairs. Because little or nothing
has been known of what our rulers were doing, we
have drifted before now on many a perilous shore.
It is not too much to say that three-fourths of the
wars which have been waged in modern times might
have been avoided if the negotiations which ended in